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An Introductory Note 

 Generally, the following is an account of the configuration undertaken at CSU Fullerton 

 Other CSU’s needs and preferences may vary, so this documentation may not fully apply to everyone 

Brief Overview Summary 

 The ArchivesSpace (ASpace) harvesting method is OAI 

 The primary Alma functionality requiring configuration is a Discovery Import Profile 

 Imported records can be transformed via Normalization Rules 

 For these reasons, most campuses will benefit from collaboration between both 

Systems/Discovery/Programming and Cataloging/Metadata experts, along with liaison with your University 

Archives/Special Collections colleagues to discuss discovery and access preferences, etc. 

The CSUF Goal 

 To continue supporting discovery of ASpace records in Primo VE, following our successfully configured Primo 

pipe in 2018 

 For typical users, these records serve chiefly as a bridge to the external ASpace catalog 

 Access via requests, therefore, is designed to be provided by ASpace 

 

ASpace interface buttons 

ASpace OAI Configuration 

 Undertaken by the CSUF Library programmer, David Palmquist 

 Documentation: https://archivesspace.github.io/tech-docs/customization/configuration.html 

Some Initial Words of Reassurance? 

 The Discovery Import Profile configuration includes an OAI Test function (see below), which enables you to view 

both harvested source and DC records in Alma before activating the Discovery Import Profile 

 Also, though of course not ideal and best avoided, imperfect imports do not tend to cause too much trouble. 

Alma has a dedicated Job ‘Delete External Data Sources’ which kindly cleans up messes.  

o The process does create Ghost Records, but these tend to flush within a few hours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://archivesspace.github.io/tech-docs/customization/configuration.html


Alma Configuration Step One – firewall compliance 

 Ensure both the ASpace OAI Base URL (e.g. http://archives.fullerton.edu:8082/oai) and Alma IP ranges are 

approved by IT regarding campus-wide firewalls -  Ex Libris Alma IP range documentation  

 

Alma Configuration Step Two - Discovery Import Profile Configuration 

 Ex Libris documentation 'hub' 

 Alma: Discovery > Loading External Data Sources > Discovery Import Profiles 

 There are three tabs: Profile Details; Normalization; and Delivery 

 

Profile Details Tab 

 

Note – this is a demo Discovery Import Profile, the Status would be Active for a functional Profile 

If you’d like to Schedule OAI harvesting from ASpace, this section will enable you to do so: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://archives.fullerton.edu:8082/oai
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Implementation_and_Migration/Implementation_Guides/03Technical_Requirements_for_Alma_and_Discovery_Implementation#Alma_Platform_IP_Range
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/100Loading_Records_from_External_Sources_into_Primo_VE


 

OAI Details 

 

Click ‘Connect and Edit’ to set these field values 

These are the available values for the ‘Metadata Prefix’ field: 

 

And these are the available values for the ‘Set’ field. This determines the type of record you’d like to import: 

 



 The Open Test Page button  launches the ‘OAI Test’ which temporarily harvests single records 

and allows you to view them in Alma.  

o You can select between ‘Test by ID’ (requires known ID’s, of course) 

o Test First Record 

o Test Random Record 

 

Normalization Tab 

 Here you can select previously-configured Norm Rules that you’d like to apply to your harvested records in order 

to transform them 

 Norm Rules are created in the Alma Metadata Editor, and must be associated with a Normalization Process (if 

this sounds mysterious, your cataloging/metadata expert colleague will know all about this) 

 We’ll take a look at this in a moment, but our single Norm Rule is designed to enable the creation of a Local 

Resource Type 

Delivery Tab 

 The meaning of ‘delivery’, in this context, is basically user discovery and access (i.e. resource delivery to the 

user) 

 CSUF, as mentioned above, want our OneSearch records to redirect users out to ASpace via an access URL in 

VE’s Additional Services section. So, we have configured the Link To Request functionality  

 If we analyze the OAI Test, we can see that dc:identifier will do nicely! However, the harvested records contain 

two dc:identifier fields 

 

<dc:identifier> http://archives.fullerton.edu/repositories/5/archival_objects/5302 </dc:identifier> and 

<dc:identifier> oai:archivesspace//repositories/5/archival_objects/5303 <dc:identifier> 

http://archives.fullerton.edu/repositories/5/archival_objects/5302


 

 To solve this potential problem, we have configured a LinkingParameter, which both specifies a Source Tag from 

which to harvest the access URL, and specifies a matching string using regex. All this, therefore, ensures that the 

access url is populated from the dc:identifier field containing the http:// address, rather than the oai: address 

 

 

 The ‘Link Label’ field is self-explanatory, and creates an access link in VE that looks like this: 

 

 

 

 

 



Alma Configuration Step 3 (optional) – Normalization Rules 

 As noted above, we created a Normalization Rule and corresponding Normalization Process to enable the 

creation of a Local Resource Type, which is much-loved by our UA&SC colleagues for the information seeking 

assistance it gives to our users 

 Let’s take a quick look at the Norm Rule CSUF set dc:source for ArchivesSpace 

rule "CSUF set dc:source for ArchivesSpace" 

when 

TRUE  

then 

set "University Archives (ArchivesSpace)" in "dc"."source" 

end 

 This will simply add a dc:source field to each record passing through the Discovery Import Profile, along with a 

value “University Archives (ArchivesSpace)"  

 Do remember that in order to be invoked by a Discovery Import Profile, a Norm Rule has to be associated with a 

Normalization Process – ExL documentation: Norm Rules and Norm Processes  

Alma Configuration Step 4 (optional) – Local Resource Type 

Rationale: VE possesses the OOTB resource types ‘Archival Materials’ and ‘Archival Material/Manuscripts’. Useful, but 

even better for our users (and our UA&SC colleagues) would be a local resource type University Archives (CSUF). The 

aim is to only assign this local resource type to records imported from ASpace. 

Alma Configuration > Discovery > Display Configuration > Local Resource Types 

 As we’ve seen, our Norm Rule & Norm Process created a dc tag and data value that is 100% unique to imported 

ASpace records 

 This therefore creates a simple condition upon which to assign our Local Resource Type: 

 

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/100Loading_Records_from_External_Sources_into_Primo_VE/Configuring_Normalization_Rules_for_External_Resources_(Primo_VE)
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/100Loading_Records_from_External_Sources_into_Primo_VE/Creating_Normalization_Processes_for_External_Data_Sources


 Now, when conducting information seeking tasks in OneSearch, Library users can isolate CSUF archival holdings 

via a simple, one-step process 

 

 

 

 

 


